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It is just such proof as the nature of the case de-
mands ; just such proof as well comports with the
nature of the claim setup ; just such proof as none
but God could give; and therefore just such
proof as none but a malignant can resist. To
meet it with the bare assertion of forgery or guess-
work is clearly a confession of discomfiture. From
this general view of the subject of prophecy it
will appear that two great ends have been unde-
niably reached by it, namely, solid ground for ex-
pectation before Christ came, and solid ground for
faith in him after he carne.

(i.) Prophecy afforded solid ground for expecta-
tion to the whole nation of the Jews who waited
for " the consolation of Israel.'* It will not be de-
nied that for some time previous to the advent
every individual of that nation, whether at home
or abroad, was standing on the tiptoe of expecta-
tion with regard to it; and that, explain it as we
may, the same feeling of expectation, though of a
far more indefinite kind, largely pervaded the
Gentile world. This expectation of the Messiah
was well laid upon the divine origin and supernat-
ural source of prophecy, the main feature of which
was a medium between too great obscurity on the
one hand, and too great precision on the other.
The general impatience, however, hurried all of
them into the mistake of overlooking prophecies
relating to the first advent of Christ to suffer and
die, and fixing all their heartfelt anxiety upon the
speedy fulfilment of prophecies pertairiing to his
second advent to reign, and to advance their nation
to the predicted dignity of which they read out of